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NAILSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1945. 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
Aniiual  Report  for  the. year  1945 ,  which  in  accordance  with  Circular 
2o/46  is  again  an  abridged  one  pending  instructions  to  the  contrary. 

Infectious  Diseases 


3?-  cases  of  Measles,  and  two  cases  of  Pneumonia  were 
notified  to  me  last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  the  other  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  were  entirely  absent. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  the  Schools  and  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  regular  intervals  to  immunize  the 
Children  against  Diphtheria  and  the  acceptance  rate  has 
proved  most,  gratifying  only  a  very  small  minority  failing 
to  realise  the  benefits  which  accrue  from  the  course  of 
painless  injections  given  free  of  charge.  Last  year 
47  Children  received  treatment,  and  it  Is  estimated  there 
were  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  400  Children  under 
15  years  who  had  been  treated  since  your  Council  started 
the  Scheme  in  1940. 

Tuberculosis 


Four  new  cases  were  notified,  the  same  as  last  year. 

One  case  was  of  the  lungs  and  the  other  three  n on -pulmonary . 

Notifications  Death  Rates  (per  million) 

1944  -  4  832. 

1945  -  4  884. 

Statistics 


Birth  Rate  12.6  per  1000  as  compared  with  16.1  per  1000 
in  1944. 

Death  Rate  13*5  per  1000  as  compared  with  13*3  per  1000 
in  1944 . 

Infantile  Mortality  Nil  per  1000  as  compared  with  34.6 
per  1000  in  1944. 

Estimated  Population  -  3393 • 


Housing 


The  Council  are  acutely  alive  to  the  need  for  up-to-date 
dwellings  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  working  classes  and  it 
is  hoped  that  a  start  will  be  made  during  the  course  of  1946 . 

Sewerage 


The  enquiries  as  to  the  provision  of  new  main  sewers  have 
been  held  and  your  Council  are  hoping  that  some  progress 
will  be  made  before  the  close  of  next  year.  Certain 
internal  extensions  are  contemplated. 
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Water  Supplies 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied 
with  a  main  water  supply  by  the  Stroud  District  Water  Board, 
one  of  whose  sources  of  supply  is  situated  in  the  Urban 
District  viz  at  Gigg  Mill.  Twelve  samples  of  the  supply  were 
taken  last  year.  It  is  all  Chlorinated  and  the  results 
received  have  invariably  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  result  received  in  February: 

Total  Dissolved  Solids  -  12.3  per  100,000 

Combined  Chlorine  -  1.3 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates  -  0.124 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites  -  absent 

Mineral  Ammonia  -  absent 

Organic  Ammonia  -  absent 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidize 

the  organic  matter  in  three  hours  -  None 

Temporary  hardness  -  21.0 

Permanent  hardness  -  4.0 

Total  hardness  -  25*0 

Micro-organisms  in  one  c.c.  capable 
of  growing  on  Agar  at  22*>C  in  3  days  -  1 

Micro-organisms  in  one  c.c.  capable 
of  growing  on  Agar  at  37° C  in  48  hours  -  1 

B.  Coli  absent  in  100  cubic  centimetres. 

In  conclusion  might  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Council  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  willing  assistance.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  the  near  future  it  will  be  possible  to  submit  to  you  a  fuller  report 
than  the  present  one  which  only  deals  with  essential  and  urgent  matters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  obedient  servant, 

NICHOLAS  D.  DUNS COMBE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


